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104-1506

Washington, DC

27 April 1995

PROTECTING THE FUTURE YOU HAVE EARNED. Recently I have had an influx of
printed mail from home saying "The Seniors Coalition has informed me that you have not yet
signed their Pledge to oppose any cuts." Because this is, in fact, something I long since have
done I contacted The Seniors Coalition to inquire about how such misinformation could be
circulating. In response I received a letter the text of which I am printing in full. It reads as
follows:
"On behalf of the members of The Seniors Coalition, I want to extend my most sincere
thanks for signing our Social Security pledge. Your commitment to America's seniors deserves
applause.
"I am writing today to assure you that we do have your signed pledge on file. According
to our records, you signed the Social Security pledge on October 31, 1994.
"We recently discovered that some mail was released late last month that may generate
postcards to your office requesting you sign the Social Security pledge. This mail was released
in error and I apologize for the inconvenience this will cause your staff, as well as the confusion
it will cause your constituents.
"Please feel free to contact me personally if there is anything further The Seniors
Coalition can do to clarify your support for senior citizens. "
It is good to have this opportunity to share this with the seniors in my district, and to be
able to set the record straight that I have signed the Social Security pledge.
#

#

#

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE. This will advise senior citizens that the House has passed H R
660, the Housing for Older Persons Act.
Back in 1988, Congress amended the Fair Housing Act to prohibit discrimination in
housing against families with children. However, the 1988 amendments provided an exemption
in the case of "housing for older persons," in order to allow senior citizens to live in agerestricted housing -- such as that in retirement communities. Under current law, housing for
older persons is defined as: I.) housing provided under a federal or state program which the
Housing and Urban Development Department (HUD) determines is specifically designed and
operated to assist elderly persons; 2.) housing intended for, and solely occupied by, individuals
62 years of age or older; or 3.) housing where at least 80% of the units are occupied by at least
one person 55 years of age or older, and which has "significant facilities and services"
specifically designed to meet the physical or social needs of older persons.
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Since enactment of the 1988 amendments, controversy has arisen about the "specific
facilities and services" provision in the definition of seniors-<>nly housing.

Some seniors'

communities have been faced with housing discrimination lawsuits, due in part to uncertainty
about the types of facilities and services that must be provided in order for a community to
qualify for the exemption. HUD is currently in the process of revising its regulations on this
subject. The Department has issued a proposed rule which would establish a broad list of such
facilities and services, and allow communities to "self-certify" tha.t they qualify for the
exemption.
This legislation contains language establishing a new definition of "housing for older
persons" under the Fair Housing Act. The bill deletes the current requirement that a community
must have "significant facilities and services" for older persons in order to qualify for the
seniors-only exemption. Thus, under the measure, a community would have to demonStrate only
that it is intended to provide housing for persons aged 55 and older, and that it is operated such
that at least 80 % of its housing units are occupied by one or more persons in this age grotip.
In order to qualify for the exemption, seniors' communities would be required to publish and
adhere to policies and procedures showing an intent to provide housing for older persons, and
to comply with rules established by HUD to verify occupancy by persons 55 and older.
The measure also establishes a "good faith" defense against liability for monetary
damages in housing discrimination lawsuits which involve the seniors-only exemption. Under
this provision, a real estate agent or condominium board member, for example, could not be
held personally liable for monetary damages in a fair housing lawsuit if the individual acted on
"good faith" belief that the facility in question qualified for the exemption.
The passage of H R 660, the Housing for Older Persons Act, will bring needed relief to
senior citizens all across the country. It strikes a good balance, and I know will provide senior
citizens in South Texas with peace of mind.
#
VISITORS.

#
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Wm H Morgan, of Beeville; Bill Blackwell, of Cuero; Jose Barrios, Estella

Trevino and Sergio Shearer, all of Edinburg; Mr & Mrs Jay Nixon, of Kames City, Rene
Longoria. of Mission; Rachel Salinas and Roy Navarro, of Pharr; Lisa Cisneros, of
Raymondville; and Catherine McHaney. of Victoria.
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